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Rapid Reads is a line of engaging mysteries and short novels  
for people on the go. Discover bestselling authors  

and great stories wherever you are, whenever you want.

EscapE on a short advEnturE

“Life interferes with good books.  
Orca Book Publishers recognizes this and offers 

rewarding alternatives for those pressed for time.”
—The Coastal Spectator

A Collection of 
ChArlie D Mysteries

Gail Bowen Bundle

9781459805637  
set of four books for $29.95 

See page 6 for details

CounterpACk 
offer
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September 2014
9781459805767 pb
128 pages
9781459805774 pdf
9781459805781 epub

search and rescue
Gail Anderson-Dargatz

When a young woman goes missing on a nature trail, small-town journalist Claire 
Abbott is first on the scene, as usual. The clues to the woman’s whereabouts 

are misleading, but Claire has a sixth sense—what the fire chief calls a “radar for 
crime.” Trusting her intuition, Claire insists that the search and rescue team look 
elsewhere for clues to the woman’s disappearance. When they fail to follow up on 
her lead, she pursues it on her own, embarking on a snowy chase up a mountainside 
that puts herself and others in danger. She’s more than just a journalist chasing a 
story. Claire is determined to do the right thing at any cost.

Search and Rescue is the first novel in a series of mysteries featuring journalist 
and sleuth Claire Abbott.

By the age of eighteen, Gail Anderson-Dargatz knew she wanted to write about 
women in rural settings. Today, Gail is a bestselling author. A Recipe for Bees and The 
Cure for Death by Lightning were finalists for the Scotiabank Giller Prize. She also 
teaches other authors how to write fiction. Gail lives in the Shuswap region of British 
Columbia, the landscape found in so much of her writing. Her next Claire Abbott 
mystery will be published in 2015. For more information, visit gailanderson-dargatz.ca.

www.rapid-reads.com
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9781459807358 pdf
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if it Bleeds
Linda L. Richards

N icole Charles didn’t go to journalism school to become a gossip columnist, but 
the job fell into her lap right out of school and her immigrant work ethic just 

won’t let her quit to find something she’d like better. It’s a good job, but she struggles 
with the stigma attached to her position by other reporters. More than anything, 
she wants to be a real reporter, but it looks like she’s never going to get a chance. 

Then one night while covering a gallery opening, she discovers a dead body in 
a dark alley. An up-and-coming artist has been stabbed in the throat with an antique 
icepick. Nicole is right in the middle of the biggest story of the year. It’s the chance 
of a lifetime. Too bad someone had to die to make it happen.

Linda L. Richards is a journalist and award-winning author. She is the founding 
editor of January Magazine, one of the Web’s most respected voices about books. 
She is also the author of six novels and several works of nonfiction and is on the 
faculty of the Simon Fraser University Summer Publishing Workshops. In 2010, 
Richards’ novel Death Was in the Picture won the Panik Award for Best Los Angeles-
Based Noir. Her next Nicole Charles mystery will be published in 2015. Linda can be 
found at lindalrichards.com and @lindalrichards.

www.rapid-reads.com
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the Artful Goddaughter
Melodie Campbell

Mob goddaughter Gina Gallo stands to inherit two million bucks from her great-
uncle Seb, a master forger. But there’s a catch: Uncle Seb wants Gina to make 

things right and return an extremely valuable painting to the City Art Gallery. If she 
can’t do it, her rat-face cousin Carmine gets the boodle. 

Reluctantly, Gina comes up with a plan for a reverse heist, and as she has 
learned things never go as planned when her family gets involved. The wrong painting 
gets replaced, and Gina finds herself with two priceless masterpieces in hand!  
It won’t be long before someone realizes what’s going on.

The Artful Goddaughter is the third novel in a series featuring Gina Gallo, who 
wants nothing more than to run her little jewelry store. But try as she might, Gina 
can’t escape the family business, with hilarious consequences.

Library Digest compared Melodie Campbell to Janet Evanovich. But comedy and 
mystery writing came to Melodie after she was a bank manager, marketing director 
and college instructor. Melodie has over two hundred publications, including one 
hundred comedy credits and forty short stories, and has won nine awards for short 
fiction. In 2014 Melodie won the Derringer Award for The Goddaughter’s Revenge 
after being a finalist in 2012. She was also a finalist for the Arthur Ellis Awards in 
2012, 2013 and 2014. She is the executive director of Crime Writers of Canada and 
lives outside of Toronto, Ontario. Melodie can be found at melodiecampbell.com  
and @MelodieCampbell.

For more books in this series, see page 7.
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the innocence Device
William Kowalski

the year is 2147. Chago, twenty-four, is a prisoner in a world made up only of 
prisoners and those who guard them. The only bright spot in Chago’s life is his 

son, Jim-Jim, whose mother is a guard. In an effort to resolve overcrowding in the 
prison, the warden introduces the Innocence Device, a high-tech machine he claims 
can determine innocence or guilt. Prisoners are encouraged to walk through the 
Innocence Device and experience its rewards: immediate freedom or death. When 
they discover the machine is rigged, the prisoners riot and take over the prison. 
After witnessing the execution-style death of the mother of his son, and surviving 
a brief stint outside the prison walls, Chago ends up in a position of power. But he 
soon finds the new regime little different from the old, and he sets out to save the 
only thing he values—his son.

The Innocence Device is William Kowalski’s fifth title in the Rapid Reads series. 
Kowalski is also an adult-education consultant, specializing in delivering curriculum 
to adults who are unemployed, undereducated and struggling to survive. William can 
be found at williamkowalski.com and @WillKowalski.

4 • new titles www.rapid-reads.com
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the Barrio kings
2011 golden oak award nominee 
2011 slj’s top book choices for youth in detention list
Rosario Gomez gave up gang life after his brother was killed in a street 
fight. Now all he wants to do is finish night school and be a good father. But 
when an old friend shows up to ask him why he left the gang, Rosario real-
izes he was fooling himself if he thought his violent past would just go away. 
“While the story can be seen as a cautionary tale about the dangers of gang life, 
it’s never preachy…Recommended.” —CM Magazine
9781554692446 pb • 9781554692453 pdf • 9781554694402 epub

Just Gone
Mother Anqelique runs a shelter for homeless mothers and their children 
in the inner-city. When newly orphaned Jamal arrives at the shelter, he tells 
fantastic stories of a man named Jacky Wacky, who protects the poor 
children of the city and punishes the adults who harm them. Angelique 
doesn’t believe his stories at first but strange things begin to happen and 
she is forced to admit there are some truths that her faith cannot explain.
“Worthy and positive…and its hopeful message for exploited and abused 
inner-city youths…Appropriate for adult literacy and ESL programs.” 
—Publishers Weekly
9781459803275 pb • 9781459803282 pdf • 9781459803299 epub

something noble
Linda is a young, hardworking single mom struggling to get by from 
paycheck to paycheck. Her son Dre needs a kidney transplant and the only 
one who can help Dre is his half-brother LeVon, a drug-dealing gangbanger 
who thinks only of himself. Somehow Linda must get through to LeVon in 
order to save her son.  
“Linda’s voice snags readers’ attention with the first sentence…[and] there 
are several nifty twists…Marked by an authentic plot and realistic characters, 
this slim volume delivers what it advertises and deserves a bright spotlight.” 
—Library Journal
9781459800137 pb • 9781459800144 pdf • 9781459800151 epub

the Way it Works
Walter Davis is young, handsome, intelligent, dynamic and personable. 
Walter is also homeless. The medical expenses that came with his mother’s 
brief and unsuccessful battle against cancer have left him destitute. Still, ever 
the optimist, Walter believes that if he lives in his car for a few months, he 
will have the time he needs to find a good job and turn his life around. 
“With rare voices and taut suspense, these titles provide accessible choices for 
struggling and strong readers alike.” —Booklist
9781554693672 pb • 9781554693689 pdf • 9781554695577 epub

www.rapid-reads.com
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love you to Death
Charlie D is the host of a successful late-night radio call-in show. Love You 
to Death covers two hours on “The World According to Charlie D” during 
which he must discover the long-time listener who is killing the people who 
trust him.
“This well-paced novel will appeal to readers who like humor, suspense and a 
believable mystery.” —BookLinx
9781554692620 pb • 9781554692637 pdf • 9781554695010 epub

one fine Day you’re Gonna Die
Charlie D is back doing his late-night radio call-in show. It’s Halloween and 
his studio guest this evening is Dr. Robin Harris, an expert in the arts of dying 
and grieving. Things go sideways when a listener goes on air to announce that 
he’s about to end his life. It will take all of Charlie D’s on-air skills to save him.
“Replete with suspense and tension, One Fine Day is compelling and difficult to 
put down.” —Quill & Quire
9781554693375 pb • 9781554693382 pdf • 9781554695157 epub

the shadow killer
It’s Father’s Day weekend. Charlie D, host of a late-night radio call-in show 
that offers supportive advice to troubled listeners, gets an email from a young 
listener that outlines his plans to kill not just his father but his entire family. 
The deeply troubled boy could be anywhere, and Charlie has just two hours 
to discover his identity and stop him. 
“[A] compelling reading experience…Romance, suspense, witty dialogue, and swiftly-
drawn but completely believable characters make this a book which offers something 
for everyone.” —CM Magazine 
9781554698769 pb • 9781554698776 pdf • 9781554698783 epub

the thirteenth rose
For his Valentine’s night call-in show, host Charlie D plans to offer his listeners 
two hours on the topic of “satisfaction.” It’s all good fun until Charlie gets a 
message that there’s a murderer killing prostitutes. The hunt is on. But the 
murderer could be anyone, anywhere. 
“Perfect for mature reluctant readers, esl learners, or anyone who enjoys a good story.” 
–VOYA
9781459802254 pb • 9781459802261 pdf • 9781459802278 epub

There are twelve award-winning books in Gail Bowen’s bestselling mystery 
series featuring Joanne Kilbourn. Winner of the Derrick Murdoch Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in 2008 Bowen was named “Canada’s Best Mystery 
Novelist” by Reader’s Digest. Gail can be found at gailbowen.com and  
@Bowen16Gail.

www.rapid-reads.com
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the Goddaughter
Melodie Campbell
Gina Gallo is a gemologist who would like nothing better than to run 
her little jewelry shop. Unfortunately she’s also “the Goddaughter,” and, 
as she tells her new friend Pete, “you don’t get to choose your relatives.” 
When her cousin Tony is taken down by rival mobsters from New York 
Gina is recruited to help the family out. It’s all in a day’s work, when 
you’re the Goddaughter.
“Campbell’s comic caper is just right for Janet Evanovich fans. Wacky 
family connections and snappy dialog make it impossible not to laugh.” 
—Library Journal
9781459801257 pb • 9781459801264 pdf • 9781459801271 epub

the Goddaughter’s revenge
Melodie Campbell
When jewelry-store owner Gina Gallo and her boyfriend Pete take a 
vacation, she leaves the store in the hands of her cousin from New 
York. When Gina gets back, she discovers that her cousin has spent his 
time switching real gems for fakes in the jewelry of some of her best 
customers. With her reputation on the line, what’s a Mob goddaughter 
to do? 
“Another home run from Canada’s funny girl, Melodie Campbell.”  
—A Prairie Girl Reads blog
9781459804876 pb • 9781459804883 pdf • 9781459804890 epub

Melodie Campbell’s work has appeared in Alfred Hitchcock Mystery 
Magazine, Star Magazine, Canadian Living, The Toronto Star, The Globe and 
Mail and many more. Her Gina Gallo series includes: The Goddaughter, 
The Goddaughter’s Revenge and The Artful Goddaughter (page 3). Melodie 
can be found at melodiecampbell.com and @MelodieCampbell.

the second Wife
Brenda Chapman
2012 golden oak award nominee
Gwen Lake is a police officer who agrees to a meeting with her ex’s new 
wife. She has no idea that the encounter will lead to murder. And she 
has decidedly mixed emotions when her ex-husband is arrested for the 
crime. When Gwen decides to work the case on her own her life gets a 
lot less predictable and a lot more dangerous. 
9781554698325 pb • 9781554698332 pdf • 9781554698349 epub

Brenda Chapman is the author of the murder mystery In Winter’s 
Grip, along with the successful Jennifer Bannon mystery series for 
young adults. She is a former special education teacher and currently 
works for the federal government in Ontario. For more information,  
visit brendachapman.ca.

www.rapid-reads.com
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Juba Good
Vicki Delany
RCMP Sergeant Ray Robertson has spent nearly a year serving with the 
United Nations in South Sudan. He can’t wait to get back home, back to 
policing a world he understands. But when a young woman—the fourth 
in three weeks—is found dead, Robertson fears that a serial killer is on 
the loose. It’s up to him and his Sudanese partner, John Deng, to find the 
killer before they can strike again.
9781459804906 pb • 9781459804913 pdf • 9781459804920 epub

A Winter kill
Vicki Delany
2013 arthur ellis award nominee 
2013 tristate ya review group book of note

Nicole Patterson is a very eager probationary constable who spends much of 
her time breaking up bar fights, giving out traffic tickets and finding lost kids. 
Late one bitterly cold night, she comes across the body of a young woman 
who appears to have been strangled. Though both under-qualified and  
unauthorized, Nicole feels compelled to throw herself into the investigation.  

“A very readable mystery which keeps the reader hooked as to the true 
murderer until very close to the end.” —SW Ohio YA Material Review Group 
9781554699568 pb • 9781554699575 pdf • 9781554699582 epub

Vicki Delany writes everything from stand-alone novels of psychological 
suspense, to the Constable Molly Smith books, a traditional police procedural 
series, to a light-hearted historical series set in the raucous heyday of the 
Klondike Gold Rush. Vicki can be found at vickidelany.com and @vickidelany.

the Middle Ground
Zoe Whittall
2011 golden oak nominee 
Missy thinks of herself as the most ordinary woman in the world. Then one 
day everything goes sideways. With her world rapidly falling apart, Missy 
finds herself questioning the certainties she’s lived with her whole life.

“Whittall’s prose demonstrates vitality and humour as she includes the minutiae 
of daily life among the bizarre events in Missy’s adventure…An entertaining 
read. Recommended.” —CM Magazine
9781554692880 pb • 9781554692897 pdf • 9781554695089 epub

Zoe Whittall is the author of six books, including the critically acclaimed 
Bottle Rocket Hearts, a Globe and Mail Best Book of 2007. Her most recent 
novel Holding Still for As Long As Possible won a 2011 Lambda Literary 
Award and was short-listed for the ReLit Award. Zoe can be found at 
zoewhittall.blogspot.ca and @zoewhittall.

www.rapid-reads.com
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orchestrated Murder
Rick Blechta
2012 bank street college of education best children’s books 
of the year
Something is terribly wrong at Symphony Hall. Luigi Spadafini, the 
symphony’s star conductor, has been murdered—and the entire 
orchestra has confessed to the crime. This is the mess that Detective 
Lieutenant Pratt walks into one Saturday morning. 

“A vibrant closed-room police procedural sure to resonate with readers.”  
—Library Journal
9781554698851 pb • 9781554698868 pdf • 9781554698875 epub

the Boom room
Rick Blechta
When Detective Lieutenant Mervin Pratt is called in to assist at a 
murder scene at a popular downtown nightclub he discovers that the 
lead investigator is his rival Detective Gordon. Gordon sees it as an 
open-and-shut case. He has the suspect, motive and even the murder 
weapon. But Pratt is unwilling to jump to conclusions. 

“A quick and light read…The dilemmas that Pratt encounters are realistic.” 
—The Library of Pacific Tranquility blog
9781459805149 pb • 9781459805156 pdf • 9781459805163 epub

A professional musician since age fourteen, Rick Blechta brings his 
extensive knowledge of that life to his crime fiction. He is the author of 
six novels, one of which, Cemetery of the Nameless, was shortlisted for 
the Arthur Ellis Best Novel Award. Rick runs a blog called Type M for 
Murder, and can also be found at rickblechta.com.

And everything nice
Kim Moritsugu
When local tv personality Anna Rai’s, private journal goes missing, she 
feels terribly vulnerable. What if her secrets are made public? Such reve-
lations could be devastating to herself and other public figures. When 
a blackmailer demands cash for the notebook, Anna and her friend 
Stephanie lay a trap to snare the crook. 

“This book was quick and easy to read, but strangely gripping from the 
first page.” —Bookblog of the Bristol Library
9781554698387 pb • 9781554698394 pdf • 9781554698400 epub

Kim Moritsugu’s novel The Glenwood Treasure was shortlisted for the 
Arthur Ellis Best Crime Novel Award. She teaches creative writing at 
the Humber School for Writers, writes a food blog called The Hungry 
Novelist and sings in a community rock/pop choir. Kim can be found at 
kimmoritsugu.com and @kimmoritsugu.
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Dirty Work
Reed Farrel Coleman
After Gulliver Dowd’s sister, an NYPD policewoman, is murdered, he 
becomes a licensed PI. Dowd is shocked to discover that his mysterious 
new client is Nina, his high-school girlfriend and the one true love of his 
life. But the real surprise is yet to come. 

“A little man with a huge heart and a huge chip on his shoulder, Gulliver Dowd 
swaggers into the crime fiction world and takes his place with the great inves-
tigators. Smart, vulnerable, wounded, heartbreakingly hopeful, I just adore his 
company. This is a staggering achievement. Bravo!” —Louise Penny
9781459802063 pb • 9781459802070 pdf • 9781459802087 epub

Valentino pier
Reed Farrel Coleman
After helping Ellis Torres, a street kid, find his dog, PI Gulliver Dowd 
doesn’t realize the next time he sees Ellis the boy will be beaten, uncon-
scious and left for dead. Gulliver is horrified—and suspicious. He sets out 
to find the attacker and learn why the boy was targeted. 

“Coleman, the award-winning author of the Moe Prager series, is a welcome 
addition to the talented stable of writers who have joined Orca’s Rapid Reads 
line. More, please.” —Library Journal
9781459802094 pb • 9781459802100 pdf • 9781459802117 epub

Called a “hard-boiled poet” by NPR’s Maureen Corrigan and “the noir 
poet laureate” in the Huffington Post, Reed Farrel Coleman has 
published fifteen novels. He is a three-time recipient of the Shamus Award 
for Best PI Novel of the Year and is a two-time Edgar Award nominee. 
His next Gulliver Dowd novel will be released in April 2015. Reed can be 
found at reedcoleman.com and @ReedFColeman.

Cleanup
Norah McClintock
Connie Suarez, downsized from her job, is working as a maid. One morning 
she arrives at work to find her employer dead. Connie’s co-worker 
Maria, an illegal alien from Colombia, becomes the prime suspect. Connie 
wonders if she will be able to clean up the mess that Maria is in without 
getting killed herself.

“This solid mystery is good for both the series’ target audience and readers who 
don’t want a long-term commitment.” —Kirkus Reviews
9781459800540 pb • 9781459800557 pdf • 9781459800564 epub

Norah McClintock is a five-time winner of the Crime Writers of 
Canada’s Arthur Ellis Award for Best Juvenile Crime Novel. Although 
Norah is a freelance editor, she manages to write at least one novel a year. 
Please visit norahmcclintock.com for more information.
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him standing
Richard Wagamese
When Lucas Smoke learns the Ojibway art of carving from his grand-
father, he proves to be a natural. Approached by a mysterious stranger, 
who offers him a large advance to carve a spirit mask, Lucas feels himself 
changing and the mask taking control of his life. What follows is a race 
against time and the forces of evil in this supernatural thriller.

“Wagamese dips into deep issues such as balance in the universe and the 
power of fear…An impressive feat.” —The Coastal Spectator
9781459801769 pb • 9781459801776 pdf • 9781459801783 epub

the next sure thing
Richard Wagamese
Cree Thunderboy wants to be the next great blues man. Then he meets 
Win Hardy at the race track, a charming rogue who spots Cree’s knack 
for picking winning horses. Win offers to record his first cd as long as 
Cree can keep coming up with the hot tips at the track. When things inevi-
tably go bad, Cree discovers that there is never really the next sure thing. 

“A clever puzzle that features a young man seeking to make his way.”  
—Library Journal
9781554699001 pb • 9781554699018 pdf • 9781554699025 epub

Richard Wagamese one of Canada’s foremost Aboriginal authors 
has worked in newspapers, radio and publishing, and has won numerous 
awards for his work. Richard can be found at @richardwagamese.

the spider Bites
Medora Sale
When detective Rick Montoya returns to the city to try to clear his 
name after being accused of taking a bribe, he discovers that his apart-
ment building has gone up in flames. After two bodies are removed Rick 
has almost as many questions as there are suspects.

“A great story with all the traditional and exciting elements of mystery held 
within a smaller package…This book will hold your attention to a satisfying 
close.” —Read and Blog website
9781554692828 pb • 9781554692835 pdf • 9781554695393 epub

Mystery writer Caroline Medora Sale Roe is the author of fourteen 
novels including Murder on the Run, winner of an Arthur Ellis Award for 
Best First Novel. Sale is a past president of both the international Sisters 
in Crime and the Crime Writers of Canada. She lives in Toronto.
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Contingency plan
Lou Allin
2013 arthur ellis award winner

When Sandra Sinclair, recently widowed and the mother of twelve-year-
old Jane, meets wealthy lawyer Joe Gillette, he wins her over quickly.  
But soon after they move into their new home, things begin to change, 
and Joe’s controlling behavior becomes seriously abusive. Sandra decides 
that she and Jane must flee to a remote cabin in hopes of escaping Joe.

“A fine, well-constructed story with an all-too-plausible plot line and convincing 
characters…Allin has done a remarkable job of creating characters we care 
about, and a plot that holds our attention.” —www.reviewingtheevidence.com
9781459801141 pb • 9781459801158 pdf • 9781459801165 epub

that Dog Won’t hunt
Lou Allin
Cowboy drifter Rick Cooper seems to have committed the perfect crime 
when he hides the body of Gladys Ryan in the remote bush, telling anyone 
who asks that she has gone off on her annual snowbird vacation. No one 
seems suspicious and Rick seems to have it all figured out—except what 
to do with Bucky the Golden Retriever.

“The characters are strongly portrayed and the book is compelling and gripping.” 
—Quill & Quire
9781554693399 pb • 9781554693405 pdf • 9781554695478 epub

Lou Allin is the author of the Arthur Ellis award-nominated Belle Palmer 
mysteries. Formerly an English teacher, Lou has served as a vice-president 
for the Crime Writers of Canada and lives on Vancouver Island with her 
dogs. Lou can be found at louallin.com and @LouAllin.

When i kill you
Michelle Wan
Gina Lopez is a postal worker during the week, a mud wrestler on week-
ends. When Marcia Beekland enters her life with a damning video, Gina 
succumbs to Marcia’s blackmail demands. What follows is a comic mystery 
caper that will keep readers both laughing and eagerly reading to discover 
what is really behind Marcia’s increasingly crazed demands.

“Suspense is built throughout as Gina struggles with her inner demons…A good 
read, well written. Highly Recommended.” —CM Magazine
9781554699902 pb • 9781554699940 pdf • 9781554699957 epub

Michelle Wan is the author of the Death in the Dordogne murder 
mystery series set in southwestern France. She loves good food, dogs, 
orchids, people and especially a good mystery. Michelle’s next novel in 
the Rapid Reads collection will be published in 2015. She can be found at 
orchidsaremurder.com.
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the fall Guy
Barbara Fradkin
Handyman Cedric O’Toole likes his simple life. He lives by himself on a 
hardscrabble farm, collecting sheds full of junk and dreaming of his next 
invention. Then one day a slick city lawyer drives down his lane and his 
nightmare begins.

“Fradkin does a nice job in combining the elements of a good murder mystery 
with the telling of the story through Rick’s character…Constant tension 
between the narrator and the world around him is one of the novel’s greatest 
strengths.” —CM Magazine
9781554698356 pb • 9781554698363 pdf • 9781554698370 epub

evil Behind that Door
Barbara Fradkin
Softhearted handyman Cedric O’Toole agrees to help Barry Mitchell 
renovate his farmhouse. Just out of prison, Barry is living under a cloud 
of suspicion. Soon Cedric uncovers a tale of violence, deception and 
abuse, and he learns just how far Barry will go to keep a tragic family 
secret from coming to light.

“Fradkin successfully brings back her handyman/inventor hero in his second 
outing (after The Fall Guy)…Plenty of suspense and action are packed into 
a short and satisfying story.” —Library Journal
9781459801004 pb • 9781459801011 pdf • 9781459801028 epub

Barbara Fradkin is a child psychologist. She is best known for her 
gritty, psychological detective series featuring Police Inspector Michael 
Green. Barbara won Arthur Ellis Best Novel Awards for both Fifth Son 
and Honour Among Men. Her next novel featuring Cedric O’Toole will 
be released in March 2015. Barbara can be found at barbarafradkin.com. 

Best Girl
Sylvia Maultash Warsh
Amanda Moss is a young hairstylist with ambitions to become a musician 
and play in a band. One day her life changes dramatically when a stranger 
shows up and tells Amanda that her real mother has just died of cancer 
while serving a life sentence for the murder of Amanda’s father. Suddenly 
Amanda feels her whole life has been a lie. 

“Well-written…this novel features believable characters, a taut plot and a satis-
fying ending. A quick read, and a book the reader will not be able to put down.” 
—Tri State YA Book Review Committee
9781554698974 pb • 9781554698981 pdf • 9781554698998 epub

Sylvia Maultash Warsh is the author of the Dr. Rebecca Temple 
mystery series set in 1979 Toronto. The first book, To Die in Spring, was 
nominated for an Arthur Ellis Award in 2001; the second, Find Me Again, 
won an Edgar Award in 2004; the third, Season of Iron, was shortlisted for 
a ReLit Award in 2007. Sylvia can be found at mesdamesofmayhem.com.
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fit to kill
James Heneghan
A brutal serial killer is murdering women, leaving their headless bodies 
to be found, and writing taunting letters to the police. Sebastian Casey, 
a reporter with connections to the victims, finds himself drawn into the 
search for the killer. 

“A quick read for those that like to watch crime tv shows, the plot is very action-
oriented and will keep the reader guessing. The characters are believable and 
the setting is crime-scene realistic. Readers will be intrigued as to how the serial 
killer chooses his victims and what his mo is.” –VOYA
9781554699070 pb • 9781554699087 pdf • 9781554699094 epub

A Woman scorned
James Heneghan
Not long after city councilor George Hamilton Nash leaves his wife of 
twenty years and moves into a posh West End condo he turns up dead. 
The note left behind indicates suicide, but Sebastian Casey, a reporter 
who knew something of Nash’s reputation as a lady’s man, is not so sure.

“The story is quick and clever…A delight.” —CM Magazine
9781459804067 pb • 9781459804074 pdf • 9781459804081 epub

A former fingerprint specialist with the Vancouver Police Department, 
James Heneghan has won numerous awards for his books for young 
readers, including the Sheila A. Egoff Children’s Literature Award three 
times for Flood, Wish Me Luck and The Grave. James can be found at 
jamesheneghan.com. 

sunset key 
Blake Crouch
Letty Dobesh hasn’t had a job in months when she gets a very enticing 
offer. An acquaintance needs her to pull off his plan to steal an original Van 
Gogh from John Fitch, the ultrawealthy CEO of a major energy company 
who is looking for a female companion. A petty thief by trade, Letty has 
never had a shot at this kind of payout, and if all goes well, she’ll be on Easy 
Street. But in Letty’s life, all seldom goes well.

“A fast-paced thriller written in spare, efficient prose…Sunset Key hooks the 
reader effortlessly with minimalistic style.” —CM Magazine
9781459802537 pb • 9781459802544 pdf • 9781459802551 epub

Blake Crouch has published several novels, novellas and short stories. 
His stories have appeared in Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, Alfred 
Hitchcock Mystery Magazine, Thriller 2 and other anthologies. Blake can be 
found at blakecrouch.com.
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ortona street fight
Mark Zuehlke
Ortona Street Fight is a riveting telling of what is considered one of the 
most epic battles that Canadian soldiers have ever fought.

“True to the series’ intent, the book is light and fast-paced…Readers new to 
military history will be genuinely moved by the courage and endurance of the 
soldiers and will learn about an important chapter in our national heritage…
Ortona Street Fight provides a readable, unintimidating introduction to the 
material.” —Quill & Quire
9781554693986 pb • 9781554693993 pdf • 9781459800304 epub

Assault on Juno
Mark Zuehlke
With his trademark you-are-there style, acclaimed military historian 
Mark Zuehlke plunges readers into a vivid and powerful account of the 
day-long battle that put the Allies on the march toward victory in World 
War II.

“An admirable monograph on a Canadian military achievement of WWII.” 
—Booklist
9781459800366 pb • 9781459800373 pdf • 9781459802124 epub

Formerly a journalist, Mark Zuehlke has been called the nation’s leading 
popular military historian. He is also an award-winning mystery writer, 
whose popular Elias McCann series has won the Arthur Ellis Award for 
Best First Novel. Mark can be found at zuehlke.ca and @markzue.

Generation us
Andrew Weaver
2012 green earth book award nominee
In clear and accessible language, Generation Us explains the phenomenon 
of global warming, outlines the threat it presents to future generations, 
and offers a path toward solutions. 
“Andrew Weaver is one of the few scientists of his generation with the 
courage and conviction to put his career on the line and speak out about an 
issue (climate change) that he understands perhaps better than any other 
Canadian. For his remarkable work in the field—and for this clear and easily 
understandable book—we owe him a debt of gratitude.” —David Suzuki
9781554698042 pb • 9781554698059 pdf • 9781554698066 epub

Dr. Andrew J. Weaver is a professor and Canada Research Chair in 
climate modeling and analysis in the School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, 
University of Victoria. He was a lead author in the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, co-recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2007. Andrew can be found at @AJWVictoriaBC.
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“The Rapid Reads line of books is perfect for the adult on the go 
who desires an intriguing read that can be devoured in one sitting.”

—Southwestern Ohio Young Adult Materials Review Group


